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SOME 
OBSERVATIONS, 
SHEWING 


The DANGE R of Loſing the TRADE 
of the Sugar Colonies, &c. 


HERE has been a Paper already offered 
to the Publick, concerning the State of 
the Sugar Plantations, with Reſpect to 

| the Eccleſiaſt ick, Civil, and Military 

Covernment, wherein ſome Remarks are alſo to be 

met with «pon the Trade of thoſe Colonies : But what 

| is principally intended by this, is to conſider more 
particularly the Natore and preſent Circumſtances 
of this moſt valuable Trade, and to lay before the 

Parliament the imminent Dangers we ate threatned 

with, of utterly laling the ſame, unleſs proper Mea- 

fures be quickly taken to ſettle it upon a betrer Foun- 
dation than it has been for many Years paſt. 


In order to this, it muſt be obſerved, That the 
| Portugueze in Brazil, the Dutch in Surinam, and Jſa- 
Cape, and the French in their Iſt nds, eſpecially in 
that great iſlind of Hiſpanicla, in which they have 
got a great Footing, ate poſſeſs'd of larse Coun- 
tries and great TraQs of fertile Land, which pro- 
dice Proviſions, and moit other Necellaries and 
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Conveniencies for Life, and likewiſe Materials and 
Requilites for manufacturing Sugar and other the 
Product of their Land, ſuch as Timber, Horſes, 
Cattle, Cc. 


And on the other hand, the Engliſh Sygar Planta- 
tions are upon ſmall Iſlands ; cr which is but 
Twenty one Miles in Length, and about Twelve Miles 
over in the broadeſt Part, being the largeſt of them 


_ all, excepting Jamaica; and even that Ifland is not 


well inhabited; has a great Deal of Savanna Land, 

is very mountainous, and in War is very much ex- 
poſed; ſo that if the Windward Iſlinds ſhould come 
to be deſerted or loſt, Jamaica could never be kept 
and improved fo as to ſupport the Sugar I1rade to 
this Kingdom. 


Further, theſe our ſmall Iſlands being obliged to 
the Britiſh Dominions for almoſt every Thing, ſuch 
as Servants and Slaves, and Provilions of all Sorts, 
and for all Materials and Neceſſaries for manu- 
facturing their sugar, and other the Product of 
their Ground, tho' they are thereby the more pro- 
table to this Kingdom, yet by this Means they 
mike Sugar the dearer; but that which adds to their 

Misfortune, is, that their Land is fo poor, that they 
muſt be at a great Expence in manuring it, and 


molt plant the ſame Ground every other Year : 


Whereas in the Colonies of the aforeſaid Nations, 
there's Room enough to change their Gronnd, and 


if there were not, yet the Land is ſo fertile, that 


they plant but once in ſeven, and ſometimes but in 
ten Years, and that without Dung; fo that in Con- 
ſequence of all thoſe Advantages over us, they muſt 
unde ſell us at Foreign Markets, and in time forniſh our 


Markets at Home cheaper than we can, and in the 


end beat us entirely out of the Sugar Tr ade. R 
7 | | This 


0 : 0 


This cannot be thonght improbable, if it be con- 
ſider d, that in other Nations the ſame Cauſes have 
had the like Effects; for this was the Caſe many 
Years ago with a Part of the Turkiþ Dominions, 


\ where there were many Sugar- Works; for it ſeems, 


that they were at ſo great Expence and C harge in 
making Sugars, that they were furniſhed from us 
cheaper than they made them themſelves ; ſo that 


by Degrees we bad all the Trade for Sugar to the 


Levant, for then it w-s that our Plantations fiouriſhed, 
the Land was fertile, and the Planters had Plenty of 
Timber, Proviſions, and other Neceſſaries, and 
were alſo regularly ſupply'd with ſufficient Numbers 
of Slaves at eaſie Rates: But ſince our Plantations 
hade fallen to Decay, and the Land become barren, 

bur e/pecially ſince the Scarcity and Dearneſs of Slaves, 

we make Sugar ſ dear, that the Portugurze and others 
have in a great Meaſure beat us out of that bene- 
ficial Trade, becauſe they can furniſh thoſe Markets 
cheaper than we; and for the ſame Reaſons it will 


| appear, that we are in Danger of being ſtripped of 


this, and of all our Foreign Sugar Trade, when it's 
conlidered, t hat the French and Datch in their Co- 
lonies can "make this n as cheap as the 
Portug ue cc in Braxii. 


Theſe Things, it's hoped, clearly demonſtrate how 
near the Deſolation of the Sugar Iſlands is at band, 


upon the Footing that the Trade ſtands at preſent, 


which muſt be attended with the LI of a con- 
ſiderable Trade to theſe Domirions; it may be 
computed one way or other at near "two Millions 
Sterling per Annum, which muſt bring Ruin upon 
many thouſand Families in the Plantitions, and ma- 


ny more Thouſands in cheſe Kingdoms. 
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This doth net depend upon Speculation; the Facts 
are plain and molt of them ſelf. evident ; and if 
any Doubt ariſes vpn any of them, there are un- 
deniable Proofs ve dy to be (ffered to the Parliament, 
in order to confute every thing that can be ſuggeſted 
ro the contrary. | 


It is therefore buwbly hoped, that in an Aﬀair 
of ſo great Cenſequence, the Wiſdom of the Legi- 
flature will at laſt, and while yet they have it in their 
Power, effectually interpoſe their Authority, and 
by their ſeaſonatle Reſol tions prevent this impending 
Evil: And it is humbly offered by the Planters, 
who are molt immmediately concern'd, and may be 
preſum'd to know the State of this Caſe, at leaſt as 
well as any other Men, that nothing will preſerve 
and ſupport the Sugar Plentations, but the .eu ing 
as much as poſſible rbe whole Trade to Africa, in the 


Hands of the Subjects of Great Britain: By which 


Method we may yet put our Ives into a Capacity 
of cuit ng off all otter Nations, or at leaſt of ma- 
king it difficult for them to get any great Number 
of Slaves from the Coaſt of Africa; the Conſe- 
quence thereof muſt be, that then their Plantations 
for Want of Labourers would be fo far from multi- 
plying and ercrealing, that thoſe they are already 
poſſeſs'd of muſt fall to Decay: So that to me it ſeems 
evident, that we have no other Way left, but only 
this, to recover and preſerve the e Sugar Trade 1 in 
our 'onn Hands. 


Nor wil this be impraQticable, if it be remem- 
ber'd, that within leſs than thirty Years, when the 
Aj ican ompany flouriſhed, and had Power upon that 
Coaſt, they had much the greateſt Part of the Negro 
Trade; 2 had then, and for many Years ch 
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ſequences of a looſe and precarious Trade, could not 


: FRY 3 R * * * 
a „ . 


ſuch Intereſt among the Negroe Kings and great Men» 


and ſuch Powey over them, that the Natives in ge- 
neral could diſpoſe of but very few Negroes to other 
Nations; nay, ſuch was the Company's Power in 
thoſe Times, that the French had not ſo much as one 
Factory npon the Gold Coaſt; it's true, they once 
attempted to make a Settlement, and for that end 
ſent out a Squadron of ſix Men of War with Men, 
and Stores, and Ammunition, and all other Neceſ- 
ſaries to ered a Fortification ; but after they had 
landed, and built a Fort, the very Night before 
they were to mount their great Guns, the Negroes 
came down upon them, and beat them off, and de- 
moliſhed their Fort, and ſo they went on Board 
their own Ships again, re infedta. 


Such was then the Intereſt of the Engliſh with 
thoſe Barvarians, that they would not ſuffer rhe 
French to ſertle among them; it's true, the Dutch 
had and have a great many Forts and Factories all 
along this Coaſt, but their Slave Trade in thoſe Days 
was very inconſiderable in compariſon of ours: In- 
deed, ſince the Trade has been laid open by the 
late Act of Parliament; the great Contentions that 
have ariſen between the Separate Traders and the 
Company ; the Abuſes committed by the Company's 
Agents upon the Coaſt, by confederating with the 
Separate Traders to the Prejudice of the Company ; 
the Strugglings amongſt the Separate Traders themſelves 
at the Marker, which has alſo greatly contributed 
to the Raiſing the Prices of Negroes very high; and 


| the many Violences, and unfair and illegal Practices 


committed by fome of the open Traders on the 
Coaſt, for which the Company has often paid very dear: 


Such a ConjunRion, I ſay, of fatal Circumſtances, 


which are and always muſt be the unavoidable Con- 
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but tend exccedingly to the leſſening and under- 
mining the Brityh Power and Intereſt on that Coaſt ; 


inſomuch that, I may appeal to Experience, whe- 


ther the Dutch or the Natives of Africa have not been 


greater Gainers by that AQ, than either Great 
Britain or the Plantations ;, as to the Dutch it's evident, 


that ſince the paſſing that Act, they have gained a 


greater Power and Trade on chat Coaſt than they 


had before; and that they have wonderfully en- 
creaſed tkeir Sugar Plantations in Surinam and 1/z 


Cape; and as for the Africans, they are become ſo 


miſe by our Diviſions, that they have raiſed the Price of 
Negroes to near 291. per Head, whereas formerly the 


Company bougit them from 50s, to 31. at moſt, 
and the Planters in thoſe Days were furniſhed from 
141, to 18 J. per Head, the choice Negrocs ; this 
advanced the Number of Slaves in the ifland of Bar- 


badoes to near 80090, which produced in Barbadoes 


near 30009 Hogſheads of Sugar yearly, beſides Cotton 
and other Commodities, which advanced the Re- 
venue, conſumed a great Quantity of the Manufactures 
of England, and employ'd near 500 Sail of Engliſ:; 
Shipping : But ſince by theſe Contentions upon the 
Coaſt, the Price of Negroes has been ſo high, the 
Planters have paid from 3o1. to 401. and in ſome 
of the Iſlands 501. per Head, and this has leſſened the 


Number of Negroes, which now is under 600co in 


Barbadoes, and the Product which is under 20000 


Hogſheads of Sugar, and other the Product in Pro- 


portion; ſo that the Conſumption of the Manu— 
factures, the Revenue, and the Navigation have 
decreaſed alſo in Proportion, {o that upon the whole 
it's very apparent from Experience, that nothing 


but an united Power upon the Coaſt of Africa can 


ſecure this Trade: Power, and the Purſe, Force, and 


Merchandize muſt be united, and put into one and the 


ſame Hand. 


„ a te. 


Fox 


* 
1 bo WS RY 8 * — 1 


(9) 
For this purpoſe a Conſiderable Stock muſt be 


Staked, which cannot be done Effectually any o- 
ther Way than in a Body Excluſive of all others; 


this will be a certain Stake in the Hedge to ſup- 


port the Trade; for the Body politick will always 
remain: The Men, *tis true may be changed, but 
the Body it's ſelf may be Obliged to ſopply the 
Plantations with ſufficient Numbers of Negroes at 
reaſonable Prices, whereas any other fort of Com- 
pany than that of a Joynt Stock, cannot Oblige 
themſelves, nor can they give any Security that they 


will Trade, neither can they be ſecure of a ſuf- 
ficient Stock for carrying on the Trade, Merchants 


being at Liberty 1n all other ſorts of Company's, 
whether they will come in or no; and if they 
do come in for one Year, may leave it the next, 
And it's preſumed further that no other but a 
Joint Stock Company will be tyed down to fur- 
niſh the Plantations only with Negroes, for it's very 
well known, that moſt of the Negroes, Imported in- 
to the Plantations by the ſeparate Traders; during 
the late Act of Parliament, were Exported again to 
the Spaniards, French and Dutch, but principally to 
the Spaniards, And certainly, it can never be de- 
nyed, but that, if Merchants are left to their 
Liberty, they will Trade with thoſe Nations who 
can better give qol. per Head than the Britiſh Planter 
can give 201. for Merchants will have regard to their 
own private gain; but it's not doubted but that the 
Parliament will conſider that every Negroe ſold 
to the Britiſh Planter, tho? under 201. brings much 


greater advantage to this Kingdom, than one fold 
to other Nations at 401. or even at Four ſcore; 


becauſe the Labour of a MNegroe brings Annually 


ten Pounds during his Life; and as his Children 


grow up, their Labour amounts to as much more 
Each, er next to be conſidered, that, it will be 
Impoſſible 


impoſſible to perform the Aſſiento Contract unleſs 
an Excluſive Company with a Joynt Stock be 
| Eſtabliſned in manner aforeſaid ; for if a Number 
| of Men, open Traders, ſhould enter into an Agree- 
ment for the periormance of this Contract, they 
muſt make Subſcriptions, and this will become a Stock, 
and [nterfere with all other open Traders; and 
| ſhould ſuch a thing happen, what advantage will 
1 the Out- ports of Great Britain have; when they 
1 try the Trade to Africa, they will find that the 
1 Numbers of Traders that live at London will ſo 
Govern the Market upon the Coaſt, that other 
Traders will not be able to come in Competition with 
them, or otherwiſe, what has been and is the Caſe 
already, will continue, vx. that by Struggling with 
one another vpon the Coaſt of Africa, they will 
not only keep up the price of Slaves there, but 
„ raiſe it ſtill higher, and ſo put the Trade in a 
'7 worſe Congition than it's now in; and make the A- 
fricans wiſer and wiſer by throwing the profit in- 
if | co their hands; ſo that at laſt they being at Li- 
1 erty to Trade with whom they pleaſe, will find 
| the Sweet of Trading with other Nations, who can 
1 give them at leaſt as much again as the Britiſh Mer- 
8 chants can, by which means it muſt in the End 
| come to pals, that, even thoſe that would pretend 
| to ſecure the African Trade moſt, will not be able 
Wi to purchaſe any Slaves at all: But ſhould any Sert 
i of open Traders pretend to ſecure the African 
1 Trade to this Nation ; then it's preſumed, they 
1 muſt have Forts, Caſtles and Factories; If they 
* build them, they muſt Conſider of whom they are to 
ö purchaſe the Land, and the great Expence that muſt 
attend ſach an undertaking; but allowing that 
fach a Sett of Men covld get over that, then it's 
plain there will be two Company's, the Conſequence 
whereof need not be mentioned. But it may 
8 be 
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be feppeſed that this preſent Company may be 
Compelled to part with their Forts and Factories, 
and all their property upon the Coaſt ; but can 
this be any more than changing Hands, if any Sett of 
Men be put in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Forts, &c. and 
make Subſcriptions ſufficient to ſecure the Aſſiento 
Contract, and a ſufficient Importation of Negroes 
to the Plantations at reaſonable Prices. And if 
this Security is not given, then what will become of the 
Plantations and the Aſſiento Contract. 


Were it not therefore more conſiſtent with 
Reaſon and Juſtice to conſider, that, many Years 
ago, the Coaſt of Africa was by Charter granted 
to the preſent African Company ; that at the time 
that that Charter was granted, rhe Trade was in a 
manner loſt to this Nation, which the Company ſoon 
after recovered and vaſtly Improved; that they have 
ſince laid out great Sums of Money upon Forts 
and Factories and in carrying on this Trade; that 
for many Years they turniſh:d the Plantations at 
eaſy Prices, and gave long Credit; that by theſe 
means the Sugar Colonies were sertled and did a- 
riſe to a preat Heighth; that in the firſt and 
ſecond Years of the firſt of the two laſt Wars, 
they loſt near Thitt« Ships of their own; that the 
French committed great Depredations vpon ſome 
of their Factories; that they have ſuſtained great 
Loſſes by the Hurticane and Earthquake in Jamaica; 
and by their Out ſtanding Debts in that and the 
other Plantations; and laſtly that they have ſuf- 
ue many great "hardſhips by the late AQ of Par- 
iament, which did indeed Otdain that all Sepa- 
rate raders ſhould pay 10 per Cent. to the Com- 


pany on all their Exports, for and towards the 


Maintenance of their Forts; whereas it appears from 
the Entries of the deparate Traders, that they never 


paid 


— = ( 12 0 
paid the Company above 1 per Cent. Would it not 
1 ſay, be Juſtice to give this Company an Oppor- 
tunity of retrieving thoſe Loſſes, and to Enable 
them to take Subſcriptions, for a ſufficient Stock 
to carry on the Trade, and to get the power of 
the Ccaſt of Africa again into their own Hands: 
Which great point cannot otherways be gained but by 
Merchandize, and Power being in one and the fame 
Hand, to make Alliances with the Negro Kings, 
that they may ſell their Slaves only to the Com- 
pany. Is it not very plain that ſince this late Act of 
Parliament, W-groes have riſen in their Price upon 
the Coaſt, and that the Flanters have paid much dearer 
in the Plantations, and have been but ill Supplied? 
Tho? it may be allowed that the Wars were part- 
ly the Cauſe of the laſt Evil, yet it cannot be 
thought ſo of the firſt, which was Occaſion'd by 
the many buyers on the Coaſt, and they muſt ra- 
ther Increaſe in Peace, ſo that that Evil mill ſtill 


grow upon us. 
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But it is Objected that in a Company Excluſive, 
there being but one buyer, tho' that Company 
may buy Cheaper upon the Coaſt, yet they may |: 
Impoſe what Prices they pleaſe upon the Planters | 
for their Negroes; to nbich | think it may be ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer, that the Planters have already found | 
it to be othermiſe by Experience, bedes the Com- 
pany are willing, it ſeems, co be Subject to any 
Regulation or Enquiry that the Parliament ſhall 
appoint, if the Planters Com plain.“ 
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1 Another Odjection ie, that this Company will 
lt | be the only Buyer of the Manutafures in this 

| Kingdom, ard fo Impoſe whar Prices they pleaſe, 
1 But was this ever Compluned of, even before the late 
He At of Parliament? Vea, did not the preſent Com- 
. pan 
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either Increaſe their Exports, 
new Manufacture oi other; and may not the ſame 
Jealouſie ariſe from any Set of Men combining in 
that Trade. As tor the Out Ports they may flatter 
themſelves, but they will ſoon find their Miſtake, and 
that by aiming at a Trade, they may be Inſtru- 
mental in loſing of it to all Her Ma ſeſty s Dow inions, 

and at laſt T ruining the P Trade it ſelf; 

which they now feel the Sweet of, and thereby be the 
Occaſion not only of the Loſs of the Conſumprion of 
100,co01l. of Merchandize Exported to the Coaſt 
of Africa, but alſo of the Loſs of Two Millions & 
Year to all the Oueen's Dominions, ſhould the Planta- 
tions be deſerted, which melt happen in a few 
Years, if the Trade to Africa is not fo ſettled that 
the Britiſh Planters may not only have ſuffcient 
Numbers of Negroes zt eaſy Frices, but other Na- 
tions cut off as much as poſlible from that Tiade, 


It bas been often ſaid that the War occaſioned 
the dear Prices of Negr:cs in the Flantations, no 
doubt the Navigation and every thing being dear, 
and the great Riſque, r-nit have raiſed the Price of 
Negroes in the Plaritations : But are not the buying 
of them dear and the Mortality thar frequently 


attends ſuch Voyages too, much greater Cauſes of 


their high Prices, which 1 Company, being but one 
buyer, can only prevent : for when they Command 
the Price upon the Coal, they can have them 
Cheap, buy them up, and have them ready againſt 
the Arrival of their own Ships: So that they may 
be diſpatched in a Month, or Six Weeks ; where- 
as Separate Tradcrs have been Obliged to ſtay 
ſometimes Four or Five Mopths before th: y conld 
purchaſe their Compliment cf Slaves. Was it the 


War that was the Cauſe of the Planters being 
| ill 


pany almoſt every Year before that Ac paſſed, , 
or ſet a foot ſome 
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in supplied, when the Separate Traders affirm, in 
Seven Years, they imported into the Plantations 


150,000 Negroes: No, if all thoſe Negroes had been 
ſertled in the Plantations, there could have been 
no Complaint for want of Supply; but it's plain, 
if any truth in this great Importation, they were 
carried to other Nations: And | may Appeal to 
the Separate Traders, whether during the late 
Act of Parliament, they have not been Loſers by 
what Negroes they have fold to the Britiſh Planters, 
rake theſe 15 Years laſt paſt round; particular Men 
may bave got, but its plain the Traders in General 
loft; and particular Men may get again, and after 


they have done their Buſineſs, leave off the Trade; 


but it's hoped that upon better Conſideration, 
they will become more publick Spirited, ard pre- 
ferr the preſervation of the Plantations to their 
own Piivate Gain, and become Subſcribers to 
the Stock of the preſent Company; and Conſent 
and Ailiſt in ſapporting their Charter and Pri- 
vileges, by becoming Proprietors in the ſame, ra- 
ther than Endeavour to deſtroy the property of a Com- 
pany, that in a manner ſettled the profitable Su- 
gar Colonies, and have met with great Loſſes, 
which with the aforementioned Hardſhips and In- 
jury's have brought them Low, till the late Ack 
of Parliament in Favour of their Creditors, which 
has revived them; for however their Neceſſities, 


during their misfortunes, might have forced them 


to ſome Shifts, which is even the Caſe, many 


times, with private Men; vet they cannot be de- 
nyed the Credit of this, that they have, under all 


theſe Diſconragements, tho? at a very great Charge, 
kept Poſſeſſion by the power of their Forts, Caſtles 
and Factor ies upon the Coaſt; and are nom going on 
briskly with the Trade, that again Offers its ſelf to 


tages, 


this Kingdom; a Trade that Offers many advan- 
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tages, not only the Conſumption of Manufactvres 
for the purchaſe of Negroes, for carrying on the 
profitable Plantation Trade, but the great Con- 
ſumption that may be Introduced amongſt the 
Negroes, of our Manufacture, even Fquat to that 
in New Spain Belides, by peretruting into that 
great Country, no doubt Gold and Silver Mines 
may be found our Equal to the Spaniſh or Portu- 
2ueze Mines; but then this can never be Effedled by 
Separate Traders, or otherways, than by the power 
of. a Company Excluſive ; for the State and Con- 
dition of the Africans muſt not be compared to that 
of the Turks or Muſcovites, from whom we muſt 
take Laws, and ſuch Trade as they will agree to; 
but in Africa we might give not only the Natives, 
but even all other Nations, Laws, which can be 
no other way done, but by ſuch an Eſtabliſhment 
as has been mentioned, 


We have been too many Tears iuſtructing the 


French, Dutch and Portugueze, to take this Trade 


into their own Hands, and have gone a good 
Length in teaching the Africans to keep us all under 
tbeir Command; therefore it's high time to put this 
Trade on a certain Foot, for otherwiſe, Adieu, not 
only to the African, but to the Plantation Trade. 


FINIS. 


1 — 8 
2 * 
Wt +> 


we OPER nes > Op Om.” 5 
* 3 
“ ̃ ⁵Agu— U99%«%„tb“ a i ” ————— — ů ů * ˙ẽ⁹˙t¹ 


W 0 „„ 


—— — ——— ——̃ — 


rr e ⁰ re 


* e 
* - * 2 Pas — * * 


„„ 2 22 
— — — wore — 


oY 


- 


. 1 
* * , x 
Matic — ae 


_ 


